
 

 

INTRODUCTION OF NIGEL BENNETT 
 
Nigel Bennett is the author of Take That Leap: Risking It All for What Really Matters. He 
has been a member of MIT’s prestigious Gathering of Titans for 15 years, the 
Entrepreneur’s Organization for 15 years, and the Spill Control Association of America 
for 26. He and his company recently received the RuleBreakers Award for game-
changing innovation in oil spill response technology. Nigel also received the British 
Columbia Institute of Technology’s 2018 Distinguished Alumni Award. 
 
 

1. Nigel started his career at the intersection of technology and oil. 

He studied mechanical engineering technology in the 1980s and spent the first decade 
of his career in spill response sensitivity mapping & planning. 
 
In his very first job, he witnessed the degradation of our natural environment in 
Venezuela, Brazil, Egypt, Malaysia, Thailand and China. He also helped rewrite 200 oil 
spill response contingency plans for Alaska after the 1989 Exxon Valdez spill. 
 

2. Nigel chose to be an early protector of the environment.  

He co-founded Aqua-Guard Spill Response Inc. in 1992 in order to design, manufacture 
and distribute equipment and services to respond to marine and industrial oil spills. 
Aqua-Guard now provides equipment and expertise to 3,000+ clients in 104 countries. 
 
In the past 25+ years, Aqua-Guard’s patented, award-winning oil skimming technologies 
have been used to clean up most major oil spills from Alaska to the Gulf of Mexico and 
from Egypt to China. 
 
Nigel continues to protect the environment by funding the development of TruBeach, a 
social media app that allows users to report on water quality at beaches around the 
world. 
 

3. Off stage, Nigel is an extreme outdoor adventurer and devoted family 
man. 

He spends as much time as possible outdoors doing the things he loves to do: surfing, 
mountain biking, climbing, backcountry skiing, hiking, and scuba diving. 
 
He has been married to his wife, Rieko, for 30 years. They have travelled the world with 
their two sons and their daughter to help develop them as global citizens.  
 
The entire Bennett family, long-standing volunteers for YWAM Homes of Hope, has 
created Kokoro Gifting Fund to raise monies in support of various charities that promote 
a “socially just and sustainable world”.  
 
He makes his home in Vancouver, British Columbia in Canada. 
 
He is here [this morning/this afternoon/this evening] to speak to us on the topic of 
[speech title]. Please join me in welcoming Nigel Bennett.  

https://www.amazon.com/Take-That-Leap-Risking-Matters/dp/1775153304


 

 

MEDIA QUERIES 
 
John Stiver 
johnstiver@hotmail.com 
(604) 947-0862 
 

 
FULL BIO  
 
 
Nigel Bennett is an award-winning entrepreneur, author and a founder of Aqua-Guard 
Spill Response Inc. (aquaguard.com). His company, a global leader in oil spill control, 
protects water, the world’s most precious resource.  
 
For over twenty-five years, Aqua-Guard has designed, fabricated and supplied marine oil 
spill response equipment and provided related services to 3,000+ clients worldwide. 
Aqua-Guard’s patented oil skimming technology has been used to clean up spills from 
Alaska to the Gulf of Mexico and from Egypt to China. Both Nigel and Aqua-Guard have 
received multiple awards for their innovation, business excellence and 
entrepreneurialism. Nigel received the British Columbia Institute of Technology’s 2018 
Distinguished Alumni of the year Award. 
 
Nigel has devoted his life to environmental and social responsibility and boldly 
advocates for “risking it all for what really matters” among the entrepreneurial tribes to 
which he belongs. For 15 years, he has been an active member of the Entrepreneurs’ 
Organization and of MIT’s Gathering of Titans entrepreneurial conclave. 
 
An avid surfer, mountain biker, climber, backcountry skier, hiker and scuba diver, Nigel 
lives in beautiful Vancouver, Canada with his wife, Rieko, and their daughter and two 
sons. The family, long-standing volunteers with the YWAM Homes of Hope program, 
journeys to Mexico each year to build homes for the homeless. To raise money and 
awareness of the plight of homeless youth, Nigel has also brought executives with him to 
sleep on the streets in his home town. 
 
Nigel speaks and consults with entrepreneurs and young people worldwide about 
bringing their talents to solving some of our planet’s most pressing challenges. Whether 
he’s talking with business leaders, not-for-profit groups or a student audience, Nigel is 
committed to positive change. An active philanthropist, Nigel donates all profit from his 
book sales (Take that Leap – Risking it all for what really matters”) and speaking 
engagements to organizations that support poverty alleviation, human rights, social 
services and the environment.  
 
 
www.nigeljbennett.com 
www.trubeach.co 
www.aquaguard.com 
www.giftADD.com 
 
 
 
 

mailto:johnstiver@hotmail.com
http://www.nigeljbennett.com/
http://www.trubeach.co/
http://www.aquaguard.com/


 

 

Short Bio 
 
 
Nigel Bennett is an award-winning entrepreneur, author and a founder of Aqua-Guard 
Spill Response Inc. (aquaguard.com). His company, a global leader in oil spill control, 
protects water, the world’s most precious resource. 
Both Nigel and Aqua-Guard have received multiple awards for their innovation, business 
excellence and entrepreneurialism. 
Nigel received the British Columbia Institute of Technology’s 2018 Distinguished Alumni 
of the year Award. 
Nigel has devoted his life to environmental and social responsibility and boldly 
advocates for “risking it all for what really matters” among the entrepreneurial tribes to 
which he belongs. Nigel speaks and consults with entrepreneurs and young people 
worldwide about bringing their talents to solving some of our planet’s most pressing 
challenges. 
An active philanthropist, Nigel donates all profit from his book sales (Take that Leap – 
Risking it all for what really matters”) and speaking engagements to organizations that 
support poverty alleviation, human rights, social services and the environment. 
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SAMPLE INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 
 
• What is the biggest, riskiest leap you’ve ever taken in business? 

 
• What is the biggest, riskiest leap you’ve ever taken in life? 

 
• What really mattered to you as an entrepreneur starting out? 

 
• What really matters to you today? 

 
• What mistake did you make that others should avoid? 

 
• Why do you think it’s important to ask for help? 

 
• Who would benefit from this book—and why? 

 

 

 

 

ENDORSEMENTS (TESTIMONIALS) 
 
 

“Take That Leap is an inspiring account of what resilience of the human 
spirit and an insatiable need to do good in the world can accomplish.” 
 
CRAIG KIELBURGER 
Co-founder of Free the Children, Me to We, and We Day 
Author of Free the Children and The Power of We Day 
 
 
 

“Prepare to be uplifted by every page of Nigel’s extraordinary story. A 
spectacular piece of work, eloquently written, of the journey he has been 
on to build a business, take care of our planet and have a life. Read it and 
soar!” 
 
LYNNE TWIST 
Co-founder of The Pachamama Alliance 
Author of The Soul of Money 
 
 
 

"Nigel Bennett's book is an inspiring read for any entrepreneur who knows 
what it's like to run a company—and a life—without enough oxygen to 
sustain the race. He's one of the few entrepreneurs I know who has 
achieved the ultimate in achievement and enjoyment—someone who 



 

 

dared to 'take that leap' and to create a spectacular life of freedom that 
most people only dream about." 
 
KEVIN LAWRENCE 
Advisor to CEOs  
Author of Your Oxygen Mask First 
 

  



 

 

SALES COPY – LONG FORM  
 
NIGEL’S MISSION IS SIMPLE: INSPIRE YOU TO BUILD YOUR OWN BUSINESS AND 
SOCIAL NETWORK SO YOU CAN DO AMAZING THINGS AND MAKE A POSITIVE 
DIFFERENCE WITH YOUR LIFE. 
 
In a very uncertain world, entrepreneurs like Nigel Bennett are our best hope for the 
future. During the thirty years he’s been building a business to protect the world’s most 
precious resource of water, he has been whacked on the side of the head as often as 
he’s been nudged out of his comfort zone. His extraordinary journey from dyslexic high 
school graduate to global entrepreneur, adventurer and philanthropist has much to teach 
us about responsibility, freedom and the bravery that surfaces in moments when 
everything is on the line. 
 
In 1992, Nigel co-founded Aqua-Guard Spill Response Inc. The business’s mission: 
protect water, the world’s most precious resource. For over twenty years, the company 
has designed, fabricated and supplied marine oil spill response equipment and provided 
related services to 3,000+ clients worldwide. Aqua-Guard’s patented oil skimming 
technology has been used to clean up spills from Alaska to the Gulf of Mexico and from 
Egypt to China. Nigel and Aqua-Guard have received multiple awards for their 
innovation, business excellence and entrepreneurialism. 
 
In this action-oriented autobiography, Nigel Bennett shares the many leaps he took on 
the way to becoming a successful entrepreneur and philanthropist, spouse and parent. 
Follow him as he moves between the intensity of extreme outdoor adventures and the 
intense work of starting, building and growing a successful international business 
dedicated to protecting water, the world’s most precious resource. Join Nigel on his 
journey from deserts, to mountain peaks, to the Amazon and around the globe. Discover 
some of the bigger leaps he and his fellow entrepreneurs make on the way to success, 
and what helps them nimbly cross any chasms. Learn how going for a life rhythm, rather 
than life balance, can make it possible for you to: 
 
• Leverage your business to do good in the world 

• Travel and have extreme adventures doing so 

• Spend tons of time with your family 

• Give back through numerous philanthropic activities. 
 
If you have an interest in designing your life around what you care about, you’ll want to 
read Take That Leap: Risking It All For What Really Matters.  
 
Net profits from all book sales and Nigel’s speaking engagements go to charity. 
 
 
 

  



 

 

SALES COPY – SHORT FORM  
 
At a young age, Nigel Bennett was shocked to witness first-hand the real impact of oil 
spills on our natural world. After almost being shot down by FARC guerrillas on the 
Venezuela-Colombia border and being forced to escape Egypt while working for his 
father's oil spill contingency planning company, he decided to break away and start 
Aqua-Guard Spill Response. Aqua-Guard now provides equipment and services that 
protect water, the planet's most precious resource, in 104 countries. 
 
Take That Leap recounts Nigel's unanticipated adventures as an entrepreneur, emerging 
philanthropist and always avid outdoorsman. Get inside his head as he negotiates deals 
with the big boys and wrestles with the myths surrounding work/life balance and being 
an entrepreneur. Be there with him through the crazy challenges of simultaneously 
launching a startup and a family all the way through to the even zanier challenges of 
becoming a steward of Pachamama (mother Nature). Follow this daredevil as he tests 
his limits in extreme outdoor adventures, builds homes for the homeless with his wife 
and children, and discovers his big "Why?" with the indigenous people of the Amazon. 

 

 

PRODUCT PHOTOS 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
 
@nigeljbennett on Twitter 
@njbtakethatleap on Instagram 
takethatleap on Facebook 
nigel-bennett on LinkedIn 

 

https://twitter.com/nigeljbennett
https://www.instagram.com/njbtakethatleap/
https://www.facebook.com/takethatleap/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nigel-bennett-017bb1/

